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GOVERNANCE 

Performance Grading Index (PGI) 
The Union Education Minister has approved the release of Performance Grading Index (PGI) 2019-20 

for States and Union Territories.The PGI is a tool to provide insights on the status of school education in 

States and UTs including key levers that drive their performance and critical areas for improvement. 

Key Points 

About the Performance Grading Index (PGI): 

 Background: The PGI for States and Union Territories was first published in 2019 with 

reference year 2017-18.The PGI : States/UTs for 2019-20 is the third publication in this series. 

 Objectives:The PGI exercise envisages that the index would propel States and UTs towards 

undertaking multi-pronged interventions that will bring about the much-desired optimal 

education outcomes.The PGI helps the States/UTs to pinpoint the gaps and accordingly prioritise 

areas for intervention to ensure that the school education system is robust at every level. 

 Implementing Agency:It is initiated by the Department of School Education and Literacy 

(DoSEL). 

 Source of Information:The information on the indicators are drawn from data available with 

the DoSEL from the Unified District Information System for Education (UDISE), National 

Achievement Survey (NAS) of NCERT, Mid Day Meal website, Public Financial Management 

System (PFMS) and the information uploaded by the States and UTs on the Shagun portal of 

DoSEL. 

 Methodology:The PGI is structured in two categories, namely, Outcomes and Governance & 

Management and comprises 70 indicators in aggregate with a total weightage of 1000.Domains 

under categories include: Access, Infrastructure & Facilities, Equity, Governance process. 

Important Findings of the PGI 2019-20: 

 State-wise Performance:Shows that 33 States and UTs have improved their PGI scores in 

2019-20 compared to the previous year.Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Arunachal Pradesh, 

Manipur, Puducherry, Punjab and Tamil Nadu have improved their overall PGI scores by 10%. 

 Inter-state Differential:On a maximum possible of 1000 points, the range between the States 

and UTs with the highest and the lowest score is more than 380 points in the year 2019-20. 

Domain-wise Performance: 

 Access: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep and Punjab have shown improvement of 

10% or more in the ‘Access’ domain. 

 Infrastructure and Facilities: Thirteen states and UTs have shown improvement by 10% or more 

in ‘Infrastructure and Facilities’ while Andaman and Nicobar Islands and Odisha have improved 

their scores in the domain by 20% or more. 

 Equity: In ‘Equity’, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur and Odisha have shown an improvement of 

more than 10%. 

 Governance Process: 19 states have shown improvement by 10% or more.Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands, Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Punjab, Rajasthan and West Bengal have 

shown improvement by at least 20%. 

Way Forward 

 A reliable, timely and participative information system coupled with a robust and efficient data 

analytics framework is the key to successful implementation of any Government programme. 

 In the arena of School Education & Literacy, guided by the enabling legislative framework of 

the Right to Education, the National Education Policy 2020 and visionary Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), Government Schemes like Samagra Shiksha (SS), Mid-Day Meal 

(MDM) and similar such schemes by the States would deliver the desired result if they are 

monitored effectively. 

 The framework of a real time data availability system (namely, UDISE+, Shagun, etc.) and an 

objective and holistic performance evaluation framework provided through the PGI would 

provide the right combination for effective implementation of policy in the School Education 

sector. 

 A performance-based grant would provide the required incentive to the States and UTs to ensure 

their continuous and focused attention to this sector, which is crucial for overall growth and 

development of the country. 

2.Chemical Weapons Convention 
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Recently, the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) informed the United 

Nations (UN) that in 17 cases chemical weapons were likely or definitely used by Syria.OPCW was 

formed under the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) 1997. 

Key Points 
Chemical Weapons:A Chemical Weapon is a chemical used to cause intentional death or harm through 

its toxic properties.Munitions, devices and other equipment specifically designed to weaponize toxic 

chemicals also fall under the definition of chemical weapons. 

Chemical Weapons Convention: 

About: 

 It is a multilateral treaty banning chemical weapons and requiring their destruction within the 

stipulated time. 

 Negotiations for the CWC began in 1980 at the United Nations Conference on Disarmament. 

 The convention was drafted in September 1992 and opened for signature in January 1993. It 

became effective from April 1997. 

 It makes it mandatory to destroy old and abandoned chemical weapons. 

 Members should also declare the riot-control agents (sometimes referred to as ‘tear gas’) in 

possession of them. 

Members: 

 It has 192 state parties and 165 signatories. 

 India signed the treaty in January 1993. 

Convention Prohibits: 

 The development, production, acquisition, stockpiling, or retention of chemical weapons. 

 Transferring of chemical weapons. 

 Using chemical weapons. 

 Assisting other States to indulge in activities that are prohibited by the CWC. 

 Using riot-control devices as ‘warfare methods’. 

Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons: 

About: 

 It is an international organization established by the CWC in 1997 to implement and enforce the 

terms of the CWC. 

 By the 2001 Relationship Agreement between the OPCW and the UN, the OPCW reports on its 

inspections and other activities to the UN through the office of the Secretary General. 

 The OPCW was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2013. 

Headquarters:Hague, Netherlands. 

Functions: 

 It is authorized to perform inspections to verify that signatory states are complying with the 

convention.This includes a commitment to grant inspectors full access to chemical weapons 

sites. 

 It also performs testing of sites and victims of suspected chemical weapons attacks. 

 It also provides for assistance to and protection of States attacked or threatened with chemical 

weapons, cooperation in the peaceful use of chemicals. 

Indian Initiative: 

 The Chemical Weapons Convention Act, 2000 was passed to implement the CWC. 

 It provided for the establishment of a National Authority for Chemical Weapons Convention or 

NACWC. This institution, formed in 2005, is the chief liaison between the government of India 

and the OPCW. It is an office in the Cabinet Secretariat of the GoI. 

ECONOMY 

US Suspends Retaliatory Tariffs on India 
Recently, the US suspended imposition of retaliatory tariffs against six countries, including India, that 

had begun imposing digital services tax on companies such as Google and Facebook.Other than India, 

the countries slapped with this tariff proposal are Austria, Italy, Spain, Turkey, and the United Kingdom. 

Digital Services Taxes 

 DSTs are the adopted taxes on revenues that certain companies generate from providing certain 

digital services. E.g. digital multinationals like Google, Amazon and Apple etc. 
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 The Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) is currently hosting 

negotiations with over 130 countries that aim to adapt the international tax system. One goal is 

to address the tax challenges of the digitalization of the economy.Some experts argue that a tax 

policy designed to target a single sector or activity is likely to be unfair and have complex 

consequences.Further, the digital economy cannot be easily separated out from the rest of the 

global economy. 

Key Points 

Background: 

 Tariffs were imposed after the office of the United States Trade Representative (USTR) noted 

that the Digital services taxes adopted by India, Italy and Turkey discriminate against US 

companies and are inconsistent with international tax principles.Under Section 301 of the Trade 

Act of 1974, the USTR enjoys a range of responsibilities and authority to investigate and take 

action to enforce US national interests under trade agreements and respond to certain foreign 

trade practices. 

Reason for Suspension: 

 Multilateral Solution: 
1. To allow time for ongoing international tax negotiations to continue. The US is seeking a 

multilateral solution while maintaining the option of imposing tariffs under Section 301 if 

warranted in the future. 

 Damage to Global Economy: 

1. The six countries potentially impacted are passing through a weak post Covid-19 recovery and 

opening a new trade war front could be damaging not only to them, but also to the broader 

global economy. 

2. The combination of depressed economic activity owing to the effects of the pandemic and 

tectonic shifts in global supply chains engendered by the US’ trade war with China has already 

left many economies in a weakened condition. 

 Change in Administration: 

1. Under the previous US government (Trump) USTR was used to promote what his administration 

considered to be free, fair and reciprocal trade, specifically to close the gap or balance of trade 

between the US and foreign governments. 

2. However, the new administration (Biden) appears to be seeking a middle path of waving the 

stick of the USTR while allowing some space for continued tax negotiations with the nations 

concerned. 

Impact on India: 

 Loss of Revenue:The tax levied by the Finance Bill, 2021, could yield approximately USD 55 

million annually.Negotiations with the US that may result in the scaling back of this tax would 

imply that a part of this revenue would be lost to the exchequer, depending on the final rate 

agreed. 

 Impact on Exports:Close to USD 118 million of India’s exports to the US would be subject to 

the tariff proposed by the USTR, impacting 26 categories of goods such as:Basmati rice, 

cigarette paper, cultured pearls, semi-precious stones, certain gold and silver jewellery items and 

specific types of furniture products. 

 Growth Prospects:Any escalation matrix of retaliatory taxation with the US would damage its 

growth prospects at a crucial point in its laborious recovery.However, India will also not be able 

to simply abandon its articulated intent to tax global tech firms, which have generally enjoyed 

lowtax operations across numerous jurisdictions. 

Way Forward 

 As India is racing towards becoming a digital giant, the 2% DST should be negotiated to avoid 

any hurdles in its implementation. India should consider its options carefully at this 

juncture.Further, there needs to be international consensus on taxation on a digital economy. 

INTERNAL SECURITTY 

Project 75 India 
The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) has approved the issuance of a Request For Proposal (RFP) for 

the construction of six conventional submarines under Project-75I (India).RFP is a project announcement 

posted publicly by an organization indicating that bids for contractors to complete the project are sought. 

Key Points 
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About the Project: 

 This project envisages indigenous construction of submarines equipped with the state-of-the-art 

Air Independent Propulsion system at an estimated cost of Rs. 43,000 crore. 

 Project 75 (I), approved in 2007, is part of the Indian Navy’s 30 year Plan for indigenous 

submarine construction. 

 It will be the first under the strategic partnership model which was promulgated in 2017 to boost 

indigenous defence manufacturing.The strategic partnership model allows domestic defence 

manufacturers to join hands with leading foreign defence majors to produce high-end military 

platforms to reduce import dependence.Acquisitions under the Strategic Partnership model refer 

to participation of private Indian firms along with foreign OEM (Original Equipment 

Manufacturer) in ‘Make in India’ in defence. 

Significance: 

 One of the Largest ‘Make in India’ Projects:It will serve to facilitate faster and more 

significant absorption of technology and create a tiered industrial ecosystem for submarine 

construction in India. 

 To Ensure Self-Reliance:From a strategic perspective, this will help reduce current dependence 

on imports and gradually ensure greater self-reliance and dependability of supplies from 

indigenous sources. 

 To Protect Indo-Pacific:This is keeping in mind the rapid increase of nuclear submarine 

arsenal by People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) (CHINA) and to protect the Indo-Pacific 

from future domination by the adversary. 

About 30-year Submarine Plan: 

 The Cabinet Committee on Security, in June 1999, had approved a 30-year submarine-building 

plan which included construction of 24 conventional submarines indigenously by 2030. 

 P75I succeeded the P75 under which six diesel-electric attack submarines of the Kalvari class, 

based on the Scorpene class, were being built at MDL (Mazagon Dock Limited) – the third 

submarine, INS Karanj, was commissioned in March 2021. 

 Of the total 24 submarines to be built in India, six will be nuclear-powered. 

 India has only one nuclear submarine, INS Arihant, at the moment. The INS Arighat, also a 

nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarine, is to be commissioned soon. 

 INS Chakra, a nuclear submarine, which is taken on lease from Russia, is believed to be on its 

way back to the country of origin. 

BIODIVERSITY AND ENVIRONMENT 

Srivilliputhur-Megamalai Tiger Reserve and Vaigai River: Tamil Nadu 
The recently declared Srivilliputhur-Megamalai Tiger Reserve in Tamil Nadu will provide protection to 

Megamalai, the Vaigai’s primary catchment, in turn helping water levels to rise in the river. 

Key Points 

About Vaigai River: 

 Origin and Tributaries: 

1. It originates in the Western Ghats (Varushanad Hills). 

2. It travels through the Pandya Nadu region of Tamil Nadu. 

3. Its main tributaries are Suruliyaru, Mullaiyaru, Varaganadhi, Manjalaru, Kottagudi, Kridhumaal 

and Upparu. 

4. The Vaigai is 258 kms long and finally empties into the Palk Strait near the Pamban Bridge in 

Ramanathapuram district. 

 Heritage River: 

1. The Vaigai was the river that flowed through the noted city of Madurai, the capital (4th-11th 

century CE) of the ancient and prosperous Pandya kingdom located in southern Tamil Nadu. 

2. The river finds a mention in Sangam literature dated to 300 before the Common Era. 

 Significance: 
1. The river fulfils the drinking water requirement of five districts of Tamil Nadu namely Theni, 

Madurai, Ramanathapuram, Sivagangai and Dindigul. 

2. It also provides irrigation to 2,00,000 hectares of agricultural land. 

Rejuvenation of Vaigai: 

 Its deterioration happened at the end of the 18th century when the British started deforesting the 

Megamalai region which acts as a major catchment for Vaigai. Consequently, the water flow in 
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the river reduced gradually.Some 2,00,000 people died in this region during the Great Famine of 

1876-77. 

 Following the famine, the British Crown proposed diverting water from the Periyar river 

(Kerala) and feeding it to the Vaigai through a tunnel.The Vaigai presently gets about 80% of its 

water from the Periyar dam. The balance 20% is obtained from the major watershed of the 

Megamalai region during the northeast monsoon season. 

 The Srivilliputhur-Megamalai Tiger Reserve will protect wild animals and the natural forests, 

their habitats which act as watersheds. 

Srivilliputhur-Megamalai Tiger Reserve: 

Establishment: 

 It was established in February 2021. It was jointly declared by the Centre and Tamil Nadu 

governments. 

 For this, the Megamalai WLS and the adjoining Srivilliputhur WLS were clubbed together. 

 Srivilliputhur-Megamalai Tiger Reserve is the fifth Tiger Reserve of Tamil Nadu, and 51th tiger 

reserve of India. 

Ecological Diversity: 

 Animals seen here are Bengal tiger, elephants, gaur, Indian giant squirrel, leopard, Nilgiri Tahrs, 

etc. 

 It has a mix of tropical evergreen forests and semi-evergreen forests, dry deciduous forests and 

moist mixed deciduous forests, grassland. 

Other four Tiger reserves of Tamil Nadu: 
1. Anamalai tiger reserve 

2. Kalakkad - Mundanthurai tiger reserve 

3. Mudumalai tiger reserve 

4. Sathyamangalam tiger reserve 

IMPORTANT FACTS FOR PRELIM  

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj 
On the occasion of the anniversary of Maratha king’s coronation day (6th June), the Goa government 

has released a short film on Chhatrapati Shivaji. 

Key Points 
Birth:He was born on 19th February, 1630 at Shivneri Fort in District Pune in the present-day state of 

Maharashtra.He was born to Shahaji Bhonsle, a Maratha general who held the jagirs of Pune and Supe 

under the Bijapur Sultanate and Jijabai, a pious woman whose religious qualities had a profound 

influence on him. 

Early Life:He displayed his military zeal for the first time in 1645 when as a teenager, he successfully 

got control of the Torna Fort which was under Bijapur.He also acquired the Kondana Fort. Both these 

forts were under Adil Shah of Bijapur. 

Important Battle: 

 Battle of Pratapgad, 1659:Fought at the fort of Pratapgad near the town of Satara, 

Maharashtra, between the forces of the Maratha king Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj and the 

Adilshahi general Afzal Khan. 

 Battle of Pavan Khind, 1660:Fought at a mountain pass in the vicinity of fort Vishalgad, near 

the city of Kolhapur, Maharashtra, between the Maratha Sardar Baji Prabhu Deshpande and 

Siddi Masud of Adilshahi. 

 Sacking of Surat, 1664:Fought near the city of Surat, Gujarat, between Chhatrapati Shivaji 

Maharaj and Inayat Khan, a Mughal captain. 

 Battle of Purandar, 1665:Fought between the Mughal Empire and Maratha Empire. 

 Battle of Sinhagad, 1670:Fought on the fort of Sinhagad near the city of Pune, Maharashtra 

between Tanaji Malusare, a commander of Maratha ruler Shivaji Maharaj and Udaybhan 

Rathod, fortkeeper under Jai Singh I who was a Mughal Army Chief. 

 Battle of Kalyan, 1682-83:Bahadur Khan of the Mughal Empire defeated the Maratha army 

and took over Kalyan. 

 Battle of Sangamner, 1679:Fought between the Mughal Empire and Maratha Empire. This 

was the last battle in which the Maratha King Shivaji fought. 

Conflict with Mughals: 

 He raided Mughal territory near Ahmednagar and in Junnar, 1657. 
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 Aurangzeb responded to the raids by sending Nasiri Khan, who defeated the forces of Shivaji 

at Ahmednagar. 

 Shivaji defeated a large force of Shaista Khan (Aurangzeb’s maternal uncle) and the Bijapur 

army in Pune,1659. 

 In 1664, the wealthy Mughal trading port of Surat was sacked by Shivaji. 

 In June 1665, the Treaty of Purandar was signed between Shivaji and Raja Jai Singh I 

(representing Aurangzeb).As per this treaty, many forts were relinquished to the Mughals and 

it was agreed that Shivaji would meet Aurangzeb at Agra. Shivaji also agreed to send his son 

Sambhaji as well. 

Arrest of Shivaji: 

 When Shivaji went to meet the Mughal emperor at Agra in 1666, the Maratha warrior felt he 

was insulted by Aurangzeb and stormed out of the court. 

 He was arrested and kept prisoner. The clever escape of Shivaji and his son from 

imprisonment in disguise out of Agra is legendary today. 

 After that there was peace between the Marathas and the Mughals until 1670. 

 The jagir of Berar which was granted to Sambhaji by the Mughals was taken back from him. 

 Shivaji in response attacked and recovered many territories from the Mughals in a short span 

of four months. 

 Through his military tactics, Shivaji acquired a large part of the land in the Deccan and 

western India. 

Granted Title: 

 He was crowned as the king of the Marathas on 6th June , 1674, at Raigad. 

 He took on the titles of Chhatrapati, Shakakarta, Kshatriya Kulavantas and Haindava 

Dharmodhhaarak. 

 The Maratha Kingdom founded by Shivaji grew larger over time and became the dominant 

Indian power in the early 18th century. 

Death:He died on 3rd April 1680. 

DAILY ANSWER WRITING PRACTICE 

Qns.  During the Industrial revolution the deplorable working conditions of labourers especially for 

the women and children negated the sense of employment. Comment. (150 words) 

Ans:  

Introduction 
The transformation of industry and the economy in Britain between the 1780s and the 1850s is called the 

first industrial revolution. This had far-reaching effects in Britain. Later, similar changes occurred in 

European countries and in the USA. In most of these countries overall working conditions of labour were 

poor and sometimes even dangerous. Unlike today, all the workers during the Industrial Revolution were 

expected to work long hours or they would lose their jobs. 

Body 

After the Industrial Revolution, women and children got work all round the year unlike the seasonal jobs in 

farms. Their income rose to usher in them economic self-reliance. However, the deplorable working 

conditions in the factories and mills negated this sense of self-development: 

 Monotonous and inhumane working conditions: There was no arrangement for aesthetics and 

leisure for labourers even when the factories had long unbroken hours in the same kind of work. 

Besides, the women and children were subjected to stricter discipline and sharp forms of 

punishment. 

 Absence of safety: Machinery like the cotton spinning jenny was designed to be used by child 

workers with their small build and nimble fingers. Children were often employed in textile 

factories because they were small enough to move between tightly packed machinery. Cases of 

permanent injury without adequate compensation were quite common in those times. 

 Exorbitant working hours and cruelty: The long hours of work, including cleaning the 

machines on Sundays, allowed them little fresh air or exercise. Children caught their hair in 

machines or crushed their hands, while some died when they fell into machines as they dropped 

off to sleep from exhaustion. 

 Exploitation of vulnerabilities: The earnings of women and children were necessary to 

supplement men’s meagre wages. As the use of machinery spread and fewer workers were needed, 
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industrialists preferred to employ women and children who would be less agitated about their poor 

working conditions and work for lower wages than men. 

 Employment in hazardous mines: Coal mines were also dangerous places to work in. Roofs 

caved in or there could be an explosion, and injuries were therefore common. The owners of coal 

mines used children to reach deep coal faces or those where the approach path was too narrow for 

adults. Younger children worked as ‘trappers’ who opened and shut doors as the coal wagons 

travelled through mines, or carried heavy loads of coal on their backs as ‘coal bearers.’ 

 No standards on minimum working age: Factory managers considered child labour to be 

important training for future factory work. The evidence from British factory records reveals that 

about half of the factory workers had started work when they were less than ten years old and 

nearly one-fourth when they were under 14. 

 Absence of welfare measures: Lack of social security, insurance, safe working conditions and 

amenities like creche made the children and women workers suffer even more. 

Conclusion 

Thus, women and children may have gained increased financial independence and self-esteem from their 

jobs in the Industrial revolution but this was more than offset by the humiliating terms of work they 

endured. 

DAILY QUIZ 

Q1. Consider the following statements: 

1. Elephants are the largest living land animal. 

2. The Asian elephant has been listed as Endangered on the IUCN Red List. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

Q2. What is “Winchcombe”, sometimes seen in news? 

a. A rare spider 

b. An invasive turtle 

c. A synthetic fiber 

d. None of the above 

Q3. Consider the following statements about Subdoluseps nilgiriensis: 

1. It is a new species of an Asian gracile skink that has been discovered recently at Anaimalai hills in 

the southern Western Ghats. 

2. It is currently classified as a vulnerable species. 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

Q4. The National Crisis Management Committee (NCMC) is headed by: 

a. Prime Minister of India. 

b. Union Minister of Home Affairs 

c. Cabinet Secretary. 

d. None of the above 

Q5. With reference to agricultural soils, consider the following statements: 

1. A high content of organic matter in soil drastically reduces its water holding capacity. 

2. Soil does not play any role in the sulphur cycle. 

3. Irrigation over a period of time can contribute to the salinization of some agricultural lands. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 3 only 
c. 1 and 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 


